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EDITORIAL 
The Basis Is 


Revelation 


The basis of Christian truth is divine revelation, 
not human experience. 


Failure to appreciate or accept this fact has led to 
theological liberalism, heresies, and to the grossest 
kinds of error as found in the multiplied cults of 
our day. 


_ God has given man the basis of his faith in a di- 
vine revelation and when man, by faith, accepts and 
acts on that revelation he has received into his heart 
the truth from which will spring the glorious ex- 
periences of the Christian faith. But, man does not 
discover such truth primarily by experience, rather 
he accepts it by faith. 


This is no matter of minor importance. Its im- 
portance is of the first magnitude because in it is 
found the difference between divine certainty and 
human uncertainty, between divine infallibility and 
human error. 


Here is an illustration of what we are trying to 
say: A room is wired for lights, all of the fixtures 
are installed and the connection with the outside 
current is properly made. But, it is necessary for one 
to turn the switch on the wall for the room to be 


lighted. 


Turning the wall switch is the act of faith which 
makes operative all of the installation, and the cur- 
rent which is available. When this is done the in- 
dividual experiences the resulting blessing of the 
light. All of the necessary preparations had been 
made, he simply appropriates them through the act 
of faith embodied in turning the switch. He does not 
experiment, putting together a switch and the other 
necessafy equipment; they are already there. Nor 
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does he produce the current he uses; st too is already 
there. 


So it is with Christian truth. God has ordained 
that truth and He has revealed it in His Word. Man, 
by an act of faith, appropriates that truth and then 
enters into the glorious realization that not only is it 
true because God has given it, but it is also experi- 
mentally true because he has experienced its light 
and warmth. 


The fallacy of some modern teaching is that the 
emphasis is reversed; man assumes the prerogative 
of putting together his own plans, theories and in- 
terpretations and out of these he hopes to produce, 
experimentally, a religious faith. In doing this he 
fails to recognize that which God has revealed is in- 
capable of being arrived at by human speculation 
alone. God’s power and wisdom may be assumed 
speculatively from the evidences of creation around 
us. But, His love, mercy, righteousness and holiness 
are revealed in His written Word. 


The value of Christian experience cannot be over 
emphasized and the fruits of such a vital experience 
should be in evidence: assurance of salvation, a daily 
consciousness of God's presence, guidance and help, 
and a clear sense of one’s personal responsibility in 
the work of His Kingdom. 


But, the Jasis of Christian truth is divine revela- 
tion, zo¢ human experience and it is those who have 
had the deepest experience in the exercising of a 
child-like faith in this divine revelation who in turn 
have the deepest personal experience in God’s saving 
grace and His call to service. 


The Bible enjoins believers again and again to 
declare their experience of God’s love and mercy. 
But at the same time it makes it clear in repeated 
verses that such a vital experience comes only to 
those who have exercised an act of faith in acceptiny 
the divine revelation of His way of salvation. 


The basis of Christian truth is divine revelation, 
not human experience. —L.N.B. 
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No Distinctions... 


Except Those 
Made By God 


There are two different views of man’s relation 
to his fellow men. The Biblical view is that one 
recognizes only those distinctions which God has 
made. The Modernist and Marxian view is that 
no distinctions are valid. 


The Bible says: Honor thy father and thy 
mother that thy days may he long upon the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee. Our Church 
properly interprets this as meaning that we should 
show proper respect to our fellow men in their 
several relations to us of superior, inferior, and 
equals, 


On the other hand Marxianism says away with 
all discriminations . . . no distinctions are valid. 
At least they say that in theory. Behind the iron 
curtain those who are in the party, or in the good 
graces of the party, or those who are in high posi- 
tion in the party are given every consideration— 
the others must yield absolute obedience to party 
dictates, 


Some in our land, however, are swept off their 
feet by the Marxian claims of no discrimination and 
even object to God’s making distinction between 
Jacob and Esau—or His having a chosen people in 
the Old Testament—or having elected in Christ a 
great host that no man can number from every 
nation and kindred and tribe in the New Testa- 
ment. Marxianism insists on absolute equalitarian- 
ism of salary and of the use to which the income is 
put, or a continuing reshuffling of salary and hold- 
ings, of privileges and opportunities, regardless of 
the use to which one has put his time and his in- 
come in the past. Before swallowing the communist 
or socialist line—from each according to his ability 
and to each according to his need—remember that 
this catch phrase is interpreted by them on the basis 
of their major premise: No discriminations no dis- 
tinctions, 


‘The Bible recognizes the distinctions in the life 
of the home, of industry, of races, and of social life 
that God has made. The Boy Jesus went back to 
Nazareth and was subject to Mary and Joseph. He 
paid the Temple tax and taught: “Render unto 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and unto God 
the things that are God’s.”” The Apostle Paul called 
on those who would eat, to work. God’s mercy to 
us calls us to show mercy to others, But it does not 
call us to establish a regime which will forcibly take 


from those who have been diligent in order that the 
indigent may have funds to waste on idle riotious 
living. Let us recognize the distinctions God has 
made, while the grace of God in Christ softens 
and sweetens every contact in these several relations 
of superior, inferior or equal. —Wm.C.R. 


The Fear Of 


The Lord 


“Now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God re- 
quire of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk 
in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy 
soul. . . . Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God; 
him shalt thou serve, and to him shalt thou cleave, 
and swear by his name. He is thy praise, and he is 
thy God, that hath done for thee there great and 
terrible things, which thine eyes have seen.” (Deut. 


10:12, 20, 21). 


What God required of ancient Israel He requires 
of the Israel of God today; that we walk before 
Him in fear, and rejoice with trembling. The Lord 
has spoken, “Unto you that fear my name shall 
the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his 
wings.” And again, “His mercy is on them that fear 
him from generation to generation.” And again, 
‘In every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him.” And again, 
‘‘Whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the 
word of this salvation sent.” 


Truly the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom. The heart that has not known the fear of 
the Lord will never know the favor of the Lord; 
and the heart that knows His favor will continue 
to pass the time in fear. 


We live in a presumptuous age. There is no fear 
of God before men’s eyes. Denying the wrath of 
God, ignoring the warnings of the Word, reject- 
ing the truth concerning the reality of hell, propa- 
vating the false doctrine of the universal fatherhood 
of God and the universal brotherhood of man, those 
ministers of Satan who have transformed themselves 
into ministers of righteousness have removed all 
cause for fear and are blindly leading the blind to 
judgment and hell. Piously they despise the “fire 
and brimstone” preachers (of which there are all 
too few) and declare that we must not seek to 
scare people into heaven. Blandly they ignore the 
clear teaching of God’s Word concerning the wis- 
dom of the fear of the Lord, and fail to sound the 
warning to multitudes who are plunging into hell. 
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“O fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is no 
want to them that fear him.” Both saint and sinner 
should fear before the Lord. The sinner should 
fear, lest he perish; the saint should fear lest he 
fail to please the Lord. 


“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which can- 
not be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may 
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly 
fear: for our God is a consuming fire.”’ 


Let the prayer of the psalmist ascend from every 
heart: “Teach me thy way, O Lord; .. . unite my 
heart to fear thy name.” —H.L.L. 


Some Aspects Of The 
New (?) Religion 


Some of the present deviations from evangelical 
Christianity, carried to their logical conclusion, 
lead to a new religion. This statement is not based 
on a wild hypothesis but rather on the mounting 
evidence that the departure from historic Christian 
doctrine is gaining at least a tentative hearing in 
places where it should meet with the strongest oppo- 
sition, 

If one accepts the widespread teaching of the uni- 
versal fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man 
he has taken a step following which the second be- 
comes relatively easy. 


Admitting, of course, that God is the Father of 
all creation, one is forced to do violence to the 
whole system of evangelical Christian theology if 
the universal sonship of mankind is believed, for our 
Lord made it crystal clear that only those who are 
born again are God’s children. He said to some of 
His Jewish opponents: “Jf God were your Father, 
ye would love me: ... Ye are of your father the 
devil ... He that is of God heareth God's words: 
ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of 


God.” 


Having accepted this premise, or doctrine, a 
whole galaxy of other false doctrines loom over the 
horizon, and they are being taught today. 


The lost state of the sinner out of Christ is de- 
nied; while sincerity of purpose and morality in 
living will win eternal life for those who live. 
Ghandi is cited as an example of a “great Chris- 
tian” who was saved by his own good works, despite 
the fact that he consistently refused to accept Christ 
as Saviour. 


Not only is it taught that men can be saved by 
living a good life but it is also afirmed there is no 
such thing as Hell—no place of eternal suffering 
and separation from God. While the Bible clearly 
teaches the reality of such a place; while it further 
teaches that our Lord came and gave Himself as a 
redemption for our sins to save us from Hell, never- 
theless, according to the new religion, the Bible is 
wrong: modern scholarship has “proved” it to be 
wrong. 
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But, with the new religion the news improves 
with each turn of the wheel. Not only is there no 
Hell but eventually all men will be saved because 
“God is the perfect pedagogue” and He must suc- 
ceed. This universalism is pleasant for the un- 
regenerate mind to contemplate but its effect is 
eternally deadly. 


Again, with this new religion the new birth is not 
necessary because man is already God’s child. True, 
Christ said, “Ye must be born again,” but He was 
mistaken, or He meant something else. All one 
needs to do is to perform a psychological trick of 
self-reformation, part of which includes following 
the “example” set by Christ, and the necessary ad- 
justment has been made. No need for the regener- 
ating work of the Holy Spirit or the cleansing blood 
of our Lord. 


Finally, the Devil is not a real personality; ra- 
ther he is just an evil influence which can be over- 
come by the will and determination of men. 


This new religion—and there are many other 
aspects and ramifications of its teaching—combine 
the errors of Russellism, Universalism, Christian 
Science, and some of the other false religions. 


Brethren—the one sure antidote to these per- 
versions of truth is a constant and intelligent study 
of God’s Word under the guidance and blessing of 
the Holy Spirit. 


Become saturated with the Word and these and 
the many other errors of Satan will glance harm- 
lessly off. The shield of Faith grows in size and in 
thickness as the Christian warrior makes daily use 
of its blessed protection. —L.N.B. 


Flying Saucers 
By L. T. Newland, D.D. 
Union Point, Ga. 


A short while ago I was watching a T-V. pro- 
gram called the Juvenile Court. This is one of the 
many programs seen on T-V where a panel of chil- 
dren from 5 to 10 attempt to settle with their fresh 
wisdom certain questions which are sent into the 
one in charge of the panel by mail. 


On this occasion some one with a strong sense of 
humor wrote in asking the court to explain just 
what were the flying saucers which were causing so 
much excitement all over America. 


When a certain pert little girl of six was asked 
to give her opinion her answer was something like 
this, ‘Well, my mama says there are no such things 
as flying saucers, they are just the coasters under the 
beer glasses on our table.’ The answer brought down 
the house, so to speak, and the program was held up 
for minutes until the announcer could stop laugh- 
ing. The little girl said later she had never heard 
of flying saucers in the sky but insisted that her 
mama had called the beer coasters flying saucers; 
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evidently referring to the many times the beer 
glasses had to be refilled. 


The answer and the pert, sophisticated way it was 
given struck me as being very funny and I laughed 
as heartily as anybody. Later I began to think, could 
it be possible that wisdom came forth from the 
mouth of a little child? Let the flying saucers stand 
for drinking in our modern homes, then when our 
huge drink total in America is broken down into 
the glassful then indeed the saucers are flying day 
and night and foolish parents joke about it to their 
children. 


Right after seeing this program I read in several 
reputable magazines that the weight of evidence 
gathered by skilled, scientific observers was that in 
very many, if not most instances, the reported flying 
saucers were not real at all but some sort of optical 
illusion. This set me to thinking about the 23rd 
chapter of Proverbs and I came to the conclusion 
that the little girl and the scientists were both right. 
Here are the verses in a modern version. Prov. 23: 
29-35. 

Who have woe? who have pain? 

Who have strifes? who have complaints? 
Who have wounds without cause? who have 

redness of eyes? 

They who stay long over wine, 

Who go often to test the mixture? 
Look not on wine when it is red, 

When it sparkles in the cup. 

It may go down smoothly; 

But at the end it biteth like a serpent, 
And stings like an adder. 

You shall see strange sights, 

And will utter weird words. 

You will be like a man asleep at sea, 
Asleep in the midst of a violent storm. 
“They may strike me, but I feel no pain; 
They may beat me, but I know it not. 
When shall I awake from my wine, 
That I may seek it again?” 


After all the more dangerous flying saucers, as far 
as America is concerned, are the coasters under the 
liquor glasses set on the tables in American homes. 


It Can't Happen Here—But It Did! 
By The Rev. Henry Schum 


(GUERRANT, Ky. 


Two years ago we were told that it would be ot 
no use to conduct revival services here in the sum- 
mer time because no one would attend. But the 
session, feeling the real need of revival, decided to 
try summer meetings for the community people. 
Last summer there was mild interest and three 
came forward during eight nights of services. 


This year, revival really came in a new way. The 
Rev. George Hayward of Orlando, Fla., preached 
straight-from-the-shoulder Gospel messages. The 
pastor, the Rev. Henry Schum, directed the music. 
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In addition to congregational singing, there was 
special music by the young peoples’ choir, vocal 
trio, a duet, solos, with piano, accordian, and bass 
viol accompaniment. Direct invitations to accept 
Christ were given each night. Attendance was fine 
from the first. Only five homes in the entire area 
were not represented. Delegations came from other 
churches in the area, 


Highland Community Day was observed on Sat- 
urday. Games and contests began at four o'clock. 
Then everyone enjoyed a fine picnic supper after 
which all went to the revival service. 


The second Wednesday night was set aside as 
‘Family Night.” The visiting preacher gave a gift 
to the oldest person present. He also rewarded the 
man with the largest family in attendance. 


Elder C. C. Anderson who has lived in these 
parts practically all his life said that this was un- 
doubtedly the greatest revival at Highland for over 
40 years. The Holy Spirit awakened the Christians 
to new zeal. Eight rededicated themselves to the 
Lord publicly. “Twenty-two persons, several of 
whom were community leaders, accepted the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Nineteen united with the Highland 
Church on profession of their faith and baptism. It 
couldn’t happen at Highland — but it did! We 
thank God for what He has done for us. 


Dr. Elio Eynard To Serve 
As Guest Professor 


During the Fall Quarter of 1952 Columbia Sem- 
inary will welcome to its campus a distinguished 
representative of European Protestantism in the per- 
son of Dr. Elio Eynard, a member of the Waldensian 
Theological Faculty in Rome. Dr. Eynard, who has 
been awarded a travel scholarship under the Ful- 
bright Fund, will spend much of his time here in 
study, but will also be able to teach an elective course 
on the History of the Waldensians in Medieval 
Europe, the Reformation in Italy, and the Contem- 
porary Religious Situation in Italy. It is hoped that 
Mrs. Eynard will be able to accompany her husband 
to this country. The Eynards will occupy a guest 
room on the campus of the seminary, and Dr. 
Eynard will be available for a limited number of 
speaking engagements in churches of this area. 


Rev. F. Sidney Anderson 


Appointed As Instructor In 


Industrial Church Work 


One of the great needs in the life of tke Presby- 
terian Church is for the development of a strategy 
which will enable us to meet the needs of indus- 
trial populations. A first step in this direction will 
be taken at Columbia Seminary this year as Rev. F. 
Sidney Anderson, Pastor of the Presbyterian Church 
at Porterdale, Ga., teaches an elective course on 
“The Work of the Presbyterian Church in an In- 
dustrial Community.” 
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Mr. Anderson is a native of Farmville, Va., and 
a graduate of Hampden-Sydney College. He holds 
his B.D. degree from Columbia Seminary where he 
was awarded a fellowship for post-graduate study, 
and he earned his Th.M. from this institution in 
1952, writing his thesis on the subject which has 
been chosen for his class discussion. Following his 
ordination in 1944, Mr. Anderson served as pastor 
of the Barnett Presbyterian Church in Atlanta tor 
a brief while before going as a missionary of our 
Church to Brazil. His retirement from Mission 
service for reasons connected with the health of his 
family became necessary after three years of work in 
Lavras, Minas, Brazil. Since 1948 he has been the 
highly successful pastor of the Presbyterian Church 
at Porterdale, Ga., a textile community. 


In further preparation for his course, Mr. Ander- 
son expects to visit various industrial communities 
in the South, and to study methods which have 
proved successful in other churches. His program 
of teaching at the seminary will be carried on in 
conjunction with his work as a pastor. 


Dr. Paul Leslie Garber To 


Teach Course In Archaeology 


Columbia Seminary takes pleasure in announcing 
that Dr. Paul Leslie Garber, Professor of English 
Bible at Agnes Scott College, has accepted an in- 
vitation to offer elective work in the field of Arch- 
acology for seminary students during the winter 
quarter. 

Dr. Garber is a son of the maase and is a gradu- 
ate of the College of Wooster and of the Louisville 
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Presbyterian Seminary. He holds the degrees of 
B.D. and Th.M. from the latter institution, and was 
awarded his Ph.D. by Duke University in 1939. He 
was ordained to the ministry in 1937 and has had 
successful pastorates in the First (U. S. A.) Presby- 
terian Church of Bloomfield, Indiana. and in the 
Trinity Avenue (U. S.) Presbyterian Church of 
Durham, N. C. He has served since 1943 as a 
member of the faculty at Agnes Scott. 


Dr. Garber is the author of “A Functional Ap- 
proach to the New Testament Doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit’ and of “The Religious Thought of James 
Henley Thornwell.” During the past year he has 
traveled extensively in Palestine and the Near East. 
He is well equipped to teach seminary students, and 
the work which he offers will serve to enrich the 
curriculum of the seminary. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 7 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


A Humble And Great Hearted Leader 


Scripture: II Samuel 11:2 - 12:23; 15:24- 
26; 18:5, 31-33; 19:1-6, 18b-20; 24:18-25. 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 51:1-7. 


Psalm 51 is the greatest of the Penitential Psalms. 


It is the prayer of an humble and brokenhearted sinner, 


David. It is a most familiar portion of God’s Word and reveals to us the depth and genuineness of the re- 
pentance of one of the world’s greatest kings, poets, musicians, and soldiers. Many of its expressions have 
sunk into the hearts of sinners everywhere and have been the hope of their hearts as they, too, see the awful- 
ness of their sins. Its pitiful cry for mercy, for forgiveness, for cleansing, for restoration, is the natural outcry 


of all who’ understand something of their own heart's 


needs. 


We turn today from our study of David as king 
tO a more intimate look into his life and character. 
I wish to divide the lesson as follows (1) David, a 
Great Sinner (2) David, a Great Sufferer, and (3) 
David, a Great Sarnt. 


6 


1. David, a Great Sinner: 
Il Samuel 11:2-12:23 

I well remember Dr. Theron H. Rice's comment 
on verse one of this chapter. He said that David's 
great sin was made possible (and probable) when 
the king and soldier tarried at Jerusalem instead of 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL. 


gC 
ye 
bs 
gt 

| 
| 
| | pe 
ar 
ki 
Je 
ric 
n¢ 
pr 
th 
of 
Wi! 
d 
th 
m 
fo 
de 
fo 
sO 
di 
wi 
re: 
int 
th 
ev 
agi 
He 
ch 

Sa 
cle 
age 
Th 
thy 
tl 
me 
A 


going with his army to the battle front. Notice 
what this verse says: “And it came to pass after the 
year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to 
battle, that David sent Joab . . . But David tarried 
still in Jerusalem.” 


Underscore those words, “at the time when kings 
go forth to battle,’ for if the king had been at his 
post in the line of duty, at the battle front with his 
army, he would not have been exposed to the subtle 
temptation which came his way. At the time when 
kings go to battle, David was loitering im ease at 
Jerusalem. Many of us meet our worst temptations 
when we are at ease, when we, perchance, are neg- 
lecting our duty or just enjoying a time of relaxa- 
tion. This does not mean, of course, that we have 
no time of relaxation, but that we spend that time 
profitably, and be on our guard against the “wiles of 
the devil.” A time of relaxation may well be a time 
of temptation, especially if our duty calls us else- 
where. From the way it reads in verse one, David's 
duty seemed to be at the battle front. As Dr. Rice 
pointed out to us in class, (I am grateful to God 
that he allowed me to study under this consecrated 
man of God) we are to watch our time of leisure, 
for the devil can use it to his advantage, and our 
undoing. 


The temptation came, David yielded to it, and in 
doing so, first committed adultery, and then murder. 
for he planned the murder of Uriah. This brave 
soldier puts the king to shame by his faithfulness to 
duty. No sin was ever more inexcusable than this 
sin of David. He stands before us as one of the 
world’s greatest sinners. 


Nathan the prophet brings this out in the story | 


which he related to the king in chapter 12. David's 
reaction was characteristic of his tender heart and his 
innate sense of justice. The man that hath done this 
thing shall surely die. Nathan’s accusing words, 
“Thou art the man” have run down through the ages 
aS aM inspiration to prophets and preachers to rebuke 
even monarchs on the throne, as well as ordinary 
men and women. 


“And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned 
against the Lord. And Nathan said unto David, The 
Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. 
Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great 
occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the 
child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.” 


When we read Psalms 51 and 32 we realize the 
genuineness of David's repentance. He meant what 
he said in the words “I have sinned.” Evidently 
Saul was not really repentant when he used the same 
words in I Samuel 15:24. David seemed to see 
clearly that his sin was “against the Lord.” It was 
a sin against his fellow-men, but all sin is primarily 
against the Lord. David, in Psalm 51 says, “against 
Thee, thee only, have I sinned and done this evil in 
thy sight.” For instance, men seem to think some- 
times that they only sin in relation to their fellow- 
men, and forget that their chief obligation is to God. 
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David, of course, sinned grievously against both 
Bathsheba and Uriah, but his sin against the Lord 
was even more heinous. 


God's forgiveness of David has given hope to 
many other terrible sinners. In His dealings with 
David He reveals Himself as a God of mercy and 
forgiveness. How many great sinners have read and 
repeated the 51st Psalm and made it their prayer! 


ll. David, a Great Sufferer: 


Sin always brings suffering. Nathan warned the 
king of the fearful consequences of this evil deed. 
Shame would come to his house, and the sword 
would never depart from it. He suffered in person. 
Before he repented he was like a man with the 
fever. Listen, as he describes his condition in Psalm 
32: “When I kept silence, my bones waxed old 
through my roaring all the day long. For day and 
night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is 
turned into the drought of summer.” Then the child 
which Bathsheba bore died and we have the king 
grieving while the child is sick. 


His most awful suffering and sorrow came through 
his children, and his home. There was first the 
awful affair of Tamar, Absalom’s sister, and Amnon, 
the son of David, which resulted in the murder of 
Amnon by the servants of Absalom. Absalom fled 
and David mourned for his wayward son. 


(This son, so wicked and treacherous, seems to 
have had the first place in his father’s affection). 


He is brought back from exile and immediately 
begins to plot the overthrow of his father. He was 
a handsome man, and very shrewd; a typical poli- 
tician of the worst stripe, and soon won a large fol- 
lowing and started his rebellion, which almost suc- 
ceeded. Finally, however, the army of David under 
Joab is victorious. The rebel is caught by his long 
hair in an oak tree and slain by Joab, who took three 
darts and thrust them through the heart of the 
traitor. The grief of David is heart-rending as we 
see the old father going up to the chamber over the 
gate weeping and repeating these words, “O my son 
Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would God | 
had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son.” It 


-is hard for us to understand his grief in view of 


Absalom’s perfidy. 


Joab, the rough, but faithful old soldier had to 
sternly rebuke the king for his excessive grief. Listen 
to his words: “And Joab came into the house to the 
king, and said, Thou hast shamed this day the faces 
of all thy servants, which this day have saved thy 
life ... In that thou lovest thine enemies, and hatest 
thy friends. . . . Now therefore arise, go forth, and 
speak comfortably unto thy servants: for I swear by 
the Lord, if thou go not forth, there will not tarry 
one with thee this night.” David heeded this stern 
rebuke and warning and national disaster was avert- 
ed. The people return to their former allegiance, 
and the rebellion is put down, but the suffering of 
the king and father is intense. This was a part of 


the penalty he paid for his sin. 


This was followed by Sheba’s revolt and other in- 
trigues. Not only his home, but the entire kingdom 
was affected and David's last days were days of 
sorrow. 


Ill. David, a Great Saint: 


God loves to make great saints out of great sin- 
ners. Church history, as well as the history of Israel, 
is full of examples. The greatest saint in the New 
Testament calls himself the “chief of sinners.” In 
the Old Testament we have the striking case of 
Jacob. His sins were different from those of David, 
but God persevered with Jacob, the supplanter, until 
he became Israel, a Prince with God. 


The Lord has to chasten those whom He changes 
into saints. David was severely chastened, as we 
have seen, but the dross was taken from him, and 
he became a better man. It was good for me that I 
have been afflicted, is his own testimony. 


There are three striking traits of character which 
mark David as a real child of God, a real saint. 


One is deep and sincere repentance. This we have 
already noted. 


Another is submission to the will of God, both in 
his chastening and in the plans of God. David does 
not complain, or murmur, at the stroke of the rod, 
but bears it patiently, and when God does not allow 
him to build the House of the Lord, he acquiesces 
gladly and does all he can to get ready for his son 
Solomon to build the House. 


A third trait which makes him a saint is his trust 
in God and loyalty to Him. With all his faults, we 
never see David swerve from belief in and loyalty to 
the true God. We see his submission also in the 
attitude he takes toward some of those who proved 
disloyal and abusive. (See the cursing of Shimci, 
compare 19:16 with 16:5). 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 7 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


What In The World Can I Do? 


With the need so great, the world so wide, the people so many, the condition so confused, what in the 
world can I do? Truly it does appear that any effort on our part would mean so little that it would hardly 
be worthwhile to attempt to do anything at all. With my own eyes I have seen the multiplied thousands of 
displaced persons that dwell in the devastated areas of Europe. Homeless, helpless, and virtually hopeless, 
they live amid the shattered ruins of their once proud cities and once beautiful and picturesque villages. 


Their dreams of a future filled with plenty have long 
since been shattered, and the nightmare of war's 
hellish and ghastly reality still startles their souls 
with terror, casting a shadow over any hope that 
might arise on the horizon. 


Throughout the vast regions of eastern Asia mul- 
tiplied millions are held in the vise-like grip of 
Communism, the few enslaving the many while of- 
fering liberty for all. Teeming multitudes whose 
aims and objectives have been reduced to a desire for 
a morsel of bread to satisfy their gnawing hunger 
reside under the banner of red atheism, which, while 
promising lasting prosperity for the common people, 
preys upon them, body, soul, and spirit. 


India’s vast hordes, with their systems of caste, 
their varied religions, their poverty, disease, and 
filth, could claim our attention, and drain to the last 
drop our reservoirs of pity, if we would but fasten 
our attention there. 


Africa, a sprawling, dirty, ragged, poverty stricken 
giant, stretches sullenly across half a world, ravaged 
by disease, harassed by superstitions, hauntcd by evil 
spirits, darkened by ignorance and neglect, demands 
our consideration and looks with hopeless. fear-filled 
eyes for a love it has never known and does not see 


today. To the maddening beat of savage jungle 
drums, perfumed by the stench of rotting, leprous 
flesh, naked and scarred, the benighted people of 
this land are crying, “Is it nothing to you, all ye 
that pass by?” 


South America, with its atmosphere of revolutions, 
its parade of pompous, self-styled generals, its iso- 
lated gems of wealth in settings of mass poverty, 
struggling to shake off the shackles of religious op- 
pression, striving to extract from her vast potential 
of natural wealth sufficient means to purchase a 
place in the ranks of other earthly rich, invokes her 
demands for our interest and concern if we would 
love our neighbors, for she lives next door. 


Then our own attic, basement, and back-yard, lit- 
tered with garbage, cluttered with debris, crowded 
with noisy, dirty, underfed and neglected orphans, 
jammed with cursing, brawling, and resentful souls, 
whose dusky skins have denied them justice in the 
courts, equality of education, and opportunity in 
proportion to ability, need our attention and diligent 
labors. 


To paint a picture of world needs is beyond the 
power of man, and words could not suffice. We can 
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only see the surface, and that in part, while beneath 
the surface, in the hearts of those for whom all ap- 
pears to be well, the need is as great as where ap- 
parent. 


What in the world can 1 do? The bread-basket 
of our land is much too small to satisfy the hunger 
of those who want for food. The vast resources of 
our nation are far too small to provide means to 
house the homeless, clothe the naked, teach the ig- 
norant, and care for the sick. The Marshall plan of 
our nation, the over-seas relief of the church, for 
which we offer sincere thanks, are as a drop of water 
in a thirsty Sahara, a single star in a sea of night. 


Thank God, the situation is not hopeless! For a 
starving world, there is the bread sent down from 
heaven to give life unto the world, even the Lord 
Jesus Christ! For tortured and twisted minds there 


is the blessing of His peace. For sin blackened 
souls, there is the precious, cleansing blood of the 
Son of God. For the darkness of despair there is 
the light of truth and hope, even the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ! For 
distressed and broken bodies there is the tender 
touch of the Great Physician who can heal both body 
and soul! 


What in the world can I do? You can obey the 
word of our Lord, who looked with eyes that clearly 
saw and understood every need of man, and in- 
structed His disciples as to the manner in which the 
need might be met by saying, “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel!” We can offer to the 
world a Saviour, for every need of man will be sup- 
plied according to the riches of God's glory, by Jesus 
Christ, God’s eternal and only-begotten Son. 


The Status of 
Church Property 


in the 


Southern 
Presbyterian Church 


By Judge C. Ellis Ott 
Bogalusa, Ala. 


The question of who owns and has the right of 
control of church property in the Southern Presby- 
terian Church has given rise to much discussion and 
difference of opinion in recent years. There should 
be little difference on this point in view of the Book 
of Church Order and the practice of the church since 
its founding ninety years ago. The whole question 
can be stated clearly and simply so that anyone can 
readily understand it in the following sentence: So 
long as a local church continues as am organized 
church, all property standing in the name of the 
church belongs to the local church and can be sold, 
mortgaged and controlled by the congregation of 
the church, without the consent of the presbytery or 
any other church court. The following reasons make 
this statement clear: 


(1). Paragraph 163 of the persent Book of Church 
Order provides that a particular church which is not 
incorporated shall have the right to elect trustees or 
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officers of like nature who shall have the power and 
authority to buy, sell or mortgage property for the 
church, to hold and defend the title to church prop- 
erty, subject always to the instructions and authority 
of the church which they serve. Nowhere is the ap- 
proval or consent of Presbytery or any other church 
court required in these acts. If the Church is in- 
corporated, these officers may be given similar pow- 
ers in the charter, subject at all times to the authority 
granted by the members of the incorporated body, 
who consist of all communing members of the 
church. It does not require the opinion of a lawyer 
for any one to understand these plain and simple 
provisions of the Book of Church Order which is the 
law of the church on this question. 


(2). The General Assembly itself when dealing 
with local church property has always recognized the 
property of a local church to belong to the congrega- 
tion with the right to sell, mortgage and control the 
property, through its local officers, without the ap- 
proval or consent of presbytery or any other church 
court. For instance, in 1903, (Min. 1903 p 493), 
the Assembly directed that a loan made by it to a 
local church to assist in the erection of a church edi- 
fice ordinarily should not be made unless the con- 
gregation own, in fee simple, free from encum- 
brances, the property on which the building is to be 
erected and a mortgage taken on the property to 
secure the loan. A local church could not own prop- 
erty in fee simple if some superior church court had 
a veto power over the sale or other disposition of 
the property. 

(3). The public records throughout the South 
show hundreds of transfers of church property by a 
local church without any approval or consent by 
presbytery or other church court. One such transfer 
will suffice to illustrate the point. In 1938, the 
congregation of the First Presbyterian Church in 
New Orleans (the church served for many years by 
one of the great founders of the Southern Presby- . 
terian Church, Dr. B. M. Palmer) sold its property 


to the United States Government for $150,000 for 
the erection of a federal building costing over a mil- 
lion dollars. The records show that the deed was 
signed by the Board of Trustees of that Church, and 
the sale was authorized by a resolution passed by 
the congregation, and resolutions passed by the Ses- 
sion and Board of Trustees. No approval of pres- 
bytery or any other church court was required by the 
United States Government. If the Government took 
the title from the Church, the local church must 
have been the full owner of the property with the 
right to sell the property without getting approval 
from any superior church court. 


(4). And, finally, the Southern Presbyterian 
Church was founded on the principle that each par- 
ticular church owns its property in full right. When 
the Southern Presbyterian Church was founded in 
1861 by withdrawal from the Northern Presbyterian 
Church each church so withdrawing and entering into 
the newly organized Southern Church took all of its 
property with it, and no claim has ever been made 
that the Northern Church owned or now owns, con- 
trolled or now controls, the Church property of 
every church in the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


Whatever confusion which has been created in 
the minds of some people on this point arises from 
two or three erroneous arguments which may be 
briefly mentioned here. 


(a). Some say that the Presbyterian system of 
church government is based on the rule by presby- 
ters, and consequently the presbytery should have 
some authority with reference to the property of a 
church organized and controlled by the presbytery; 
that for a local church to have full ownership and 
control of its property is a form of congregational- 
ism. The right of ownership and control of prop- 
erty is purely a civil matter. This right is derived 
from the State, and not from any religious or eccles- 
iastical body. The members of the local church as 
an organized body of Christians are under the juris- 
diction and control of the Presbytery and the other 
superior church courts only in religious and ecclesi- 
astical matters, but they do not thereby lose their 
rights as citizens of the State to own and control 
property under the laws of the Strate. Indeed, the 
Book of Church Order itself makes this very clear. 
In Chapter IV the church is defined as a spiritual 
commonwealth; that the sole functions of the Church 
as a kingdom and government distinct from the 
civil commonwealth are to proclaim, to administer 
and to enforce the law of Christ revealed in the 
Scriptures. 


Likewise, paragraph 57 of the Book of Church 
Order declares that church courts are distinct from 
the civil magistracy, and have no jurisdiction in 
political or civil affairs. The state laws control prop- 
erty rights and not the rules of ecclesiastical courts. 


(b). Some are confused because of paragraph 164 
of the Book of Church Order which provides that if 
a church be dissolved by the Presbytery, or other- 
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wise cease to exist, and no disposition has been 
made of its property, those who hold the title to 
the property shall convey it to the Presbytery for 
such disposition as the Presbytery may determine to 
make of it. This paragraph itself recognizes the 
ownership of the property in the local church, and 
merely provides a method of disposing of the prop- 
city ‘t the church is dissolved or ceases to exist as 
an organized church. ‘The ownership is recognized 
in the congregation tor the reason that this para- 
graph only applies where the church is dissolved 
and the church has not disposed of all of its prop- 
erty before the dissolution takes place. The pro- 
vision is made so that some disposition can be made 
of property which must be abandoned for the lack 
of a church to use it, and in order to keep the prop- 
erty from escheating to the State. 


(c). Some have gotten the impression that the 
United States Supreme Court has decided that local 
church property belongs to the denomination as a 
whole and not exclusively to the congregation of 
the local church. The Courts have not so held. 
These cases involved questions of who constituted the 
members and officers of a local church where there 
was a division in the church, or whether or not the 
deeds conveying the property to the church created 
trust in favor of the denomination as a whole. 
The courts will accept the decision of the highest 
church court as to who constitute the members and 
officers of a local church and decisions of ecclesias- 
tical discipline, but the civil courts have never sur- 
rendered the right to ecclesiastical courts to deter- 
mine property rights of citizens of the state. 


In the light of the foregoing, the correctness of 
the statement made in the beginning of this article 
as to the status of church property in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church can be re-iterated and re-af- 
firmed: So long as a local church continues as an 
organized church, all property standing in the name 
of the church belongs to the local church and can 
be sold, mortgaged and controlled by the congrega- 
tion of the church, without the consent of the pres- 
bytery or any other church court. 


Reprints of this article are available at 15c per 
dozen or $1.00 per 100 postpaid. 


“4 New Opportunity Of 
Service To The Shut-Ins” 


When after years of attendance and work in a 
certain Church one is obliged by reason of health to 
be confined to one’s home, a great desire arises in 
such a one to hear the preacher and the hymns and 
other parts of the service. To hear on the radio an- 
other service does not fulfill that desire. A call by 
the minister does help and calls by other members 
of the Church, some of whom can bring some of 
the music, add to the satisfaction. 
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A new aid has recently been put at the command 
of the churches to accomplish the task of aiding the 
shut-ins in their very real desire. Wire and tape re- 
corders have been created that will enable amateurs 
to record church services in whole or in part. Ser- 
mons can be taken and played back with remark- 
able fidelity. Music is somewhat difficult but can be 
made passable. And so the shut-in can be served 
with a little effort on the part of members of a con- 
yregation. Those who have given the time and 
effort to this work have been uplifted in an unusual 
way. 


There are a number of styles and makes of re- 
corders and this article is not intended to advise on 
the purchase of any one recorder, but it is a very 
good beginning to have someone in the congregation 
who is familiar with radios and similar equipment 
to head any committee formed to do this recording 
and such a one could well advise on the purchase of 
the equipment and its use. —E. M. Russell. 


The writer of the above has done a remarkable 
piece of work in recording and scheduling the ser- 
vices in homes of shut-ins. The service is unique and 
has brought great blessings into homes where people 
would otherwise be shut away from their own 
church worship. 


Some Goals Of Local Women 
Of The Church Groups 


The following are some worthwhile goals set by 
leaders in the local Women of the Church groups 
for the church year 1952-53. Believing that these 
will be suggestive to other local groups, they are 
shared here. 


To work for Him with more zeal, especially 
through a visitation program. 


Enlist more women in all of the phases of our 
work. 


More prayerful study of the assigned books and 
more practical application of Christian principles. 


Every woman enlisted for Christ. 


To increase interest in local charities and evan- 
gelism. 


An active visitation program to be worked 
through a visitation chairman in each circle in co- 
operation with the pastor’s aid; more active service 
in the local community. 


We hope to interest 30 or more women who are 
now inactive. We are forming a new circle enlisting 
all new women—those who are not now active in 
any circle. 


Fellowship Day on the fourth Monday with an 
Officers’ Training Course. 
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To encourage each lady to strive to attain the 
goals in spiritual growth (spiritual life goals for 
the Women of the Church—poster—sets forth 
these goals). 


To create an interest in each woman in our 
Church and to make it so that each woman will 
want to come to our meetings. 


We hope to provide a means of transportation to 
Sunday School and Church for the un-churched 
children in our district. 


We will form a home circle so that every woman 
can really feel that she is a part of our organization. 


We plan to use every woman at some time during 
the year on a program. 


We plan to concentrate on getting a family altar 
in every home before the end of the year. 


It is our purpose to put greater emphasis upon 
spiritual values. 


If you have not set some definite goals for this 
church year why not ask the Executive Board of 
your local Women of the Church to consider some 
such goals as those listed above toward which you 
will work for the remaining months of this church 
year! 


Those who set their sight beyond their present 
reach and keep on reaching will attain new heights 
in spiritual and moral growth and outreach. 


—From some Local President’s Questionnaires 


of Georgia, Women of the Church. 


Going To The Congo? 


You may be going to the Congo, but the possi- 
bility is that instead, you are helping to provide and 
send some White Cross supplies to one of our med- 
ical mission centers in Congo Belge. From the Rev. 
Vernon A. Anderson, Mission Secretary at Lulua- 
bourg, has come, through the office of the Treasurer 
of the Board of World Missions, the following 
action taken by the Mission. It should be noted 
carefully by each Synodical and Presbyterial Chair- 
man of White Cross who has supplies to ship to 
Africa. 


“The Mission requests the Women of the 
Church through the Board of World Missions 
to ship White Cross supplies to the Congo by 
freight and in metal barrels. if possible. It also 
requests them to continue to send baby 
dresses.” 


Mr. Anderson added this helpful advice: 


‘The metal barrels requested are the 50- 
gallon size with removable tops. They can be 
obtained from bakeries at very reasonable 
prices, being the used containers in which lard 
has been purchased. During recent years doz- 
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ens of missionaries have shipped their baggage 
to the field in these sturdy serviceable con- 
tainers.” 


You will appreciate this encouraging statement: 


“Let me take this opportunity to assure the 
Women of the Church that they are rendering 
the Mission an inestimable service in sending 
us White Cross supplies. I often hear our med- 
ical personnel and those working with children 
say that they would feel lost without the aid 
of the splendid variety of articles which the 
shipments contain.” 


You may go to visit the mission work in Congo 
some day, but meanwhile many of you who live in 
the Synods of Appalachia, Florida, Georgia, Ken- 
tucky, Louisiana, Missouri, North Carolina, Okla- 
homa, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, and West 
Virginia, are helping to provide and send White 
Cross supplies to our missionaries in Congo and you 
will be encouraged by these words of our mis- 
sionary, Vernon A. Anderson. 


Jesus Is All In All 
By Alice Barbour (Mrs. Wm. H.) Bennett 


In the world are tribulations, 
Trials and woes and strife; 
Only in Christ is found 
The more abundant life. 


All who are weak and weary, 
With cares and fears opprest; 
“Come unto Me,” He is saying, 
“And I will give you rest.”’ 


Touch the hem of His garment, 
As did the women of old; 

You, too, will feel His power, 
Will be made completely whole. 


His love is past understanding, 
He offers to you and to me, 

Not for today or tomorrow, 
But for all eternity! 


BOOKS 


“FOR LOVE For LIFE,” by Nell Warren Outlaw; 
Published by the Fleming H. Revell Co., 316 3rd 
Avenue, Westwood, N. J.; Price: $2.50. 


Truly, the author of this book expresses a deep 
longing to share the love-constrained life with oth- 
ers. She has given a deep clarion call to experience 
the glorious salvation in Christ and the rich, ever 
present Eternal Life in Christ for the believer. Each 
chapter of the book presents an opportunity for ap- 
propriating the Giver and His gifts for victorious 
living. The reader is led from strength to strength 


To You Who Are Ill 


To you who are ill | would speak, especi- 
ally to those who never know what it is to 
feel “whole.” You wake in the morning 
and for the first split second, before the 
hbenumbed and possibly drugged, nerves 
can begin to carry their messages, there is 
a fleeting sense of freedom from pain and 
well-being. But it is only momentary and 
then the same old aches and pains descend 
—and it is another day. 


I was born with a set of jangled nerves 
and I have known almost all the horrors 
that nerves can produce. But oh, praise 
God, Who has led me into peace and joy 
and His victory over pain. I woke the 
other day and the thought occurred: 
“What is the use of anything?” Ah, Satan, 
how cleverly you can speak! But then 
came flooding upon me the Heavenly joy 
and strength that is only to be found in 
Jesus Christ. 


The use? Am I not God’s own child? 
Has He not said that through faith in 
Christ, acceptance of His death and judg- 
ment as mine, that | am His child, joint- 
heir with Christ of all His resurrection 
glory? 


The use! Ah, blessed privilege to be in 
this body where I can use my tongue to 
speak of Him, my pen to tell of His love, 
and if | can show patience and sweetness, 
| am also witnessing of His power. This is 
more than angels are permitted to do. 
Then | actually become sorry for those 
who have strong bodies and calm nerves 
and pleasant ways of living—for what is 
there to turn their thoughts to God? 


—Anonymous. 


as he is shown how to experience Christ and all the 
graces He affords in our human experience. 


How rich God is toward us in Christ Jesus! We 
have not because we “want” not. If you desire the 
“Presence of Christ in Human Experience,” enjoy 
this book, “FoR LOvE For LIFE,” alone, with a 
friend, or in a group. It is rich in materials for 
devotionals for young people or adults. 


Thanks to the author, Nell Warren Outlaw, for 
showing us how to practice the presence of Christ 
in all our human experiences. Her message is a rich 
benediction to the lives of those who read and study 
“FOR LOVE FOR LIFE.” 

Elizabeth W. Richardson. 
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COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF 
LUKE — by Norval Geldenhuys. Published by 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich., price $6.00. 


Under the general editorship of Dr. Ned B. 
Stonehouse, the William B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company is publishing a seventeen-volume Com- 
mentary on the New Testament. The volume under 
review is the first one in this series. [his project 
has been undertaken to provide students of the New 
Testament with an exposition that is thorough and 
abreast of modern scholarship, and marked with a 
distinctly Reformed point of view. The goal is to 
set forth the message of the New Testament, and 
net a modernization of it. Since the work is design- 
ed to appeal to the untrained student of the Bible, 
the expositions contain only a minimum of Greek 
and Hebrew terms, and the more technical aspects 
of interpretation. 


Professor F. F. Bruce, head of the Department 
of Biblical History and Literature in the Univer- 
sity of Shefheld, has an interesting foreword to this 
volume. He reminds us that the Bible is not really 
an academic book—although it is preeminently 
worthy of academic study. It deals from first to last 
with the most urgent and practical issues of human 
life. He points out that Dr. Geldenhuys possesses 
a fine academic equipment, to which Cambridge, 
Princeton and Pretoria have made their distinctive 
contributions; but that he is more than a scholar. 
The Commentary reveals him to be a preacher, 
pastor, and theologian, and one well versed in the 
practical issues of human life. 


The introductory section deals with the author- 
ship of the Gospel, the sources drawn upon by Luke, 
the time and place of writing, the language, stvle 
and vocabulary of the author, the historical trust- 
worthiness of Luke, the aim of the Gospel of Luke, 
and special characteristics of the Gospel. It is amaz- 
ing how much solid material is pressed into these 
first 47 pages. The remaining part of the volume is 
taken up altogether with exposition. 


In the author’s discussion of Luke’s narrative 
concerning the virgin birth, he comments, “Right 
through the centuries until practically the beginning 
of the nineteenth centry, the whole Christian church 
accepted the fact that Jesus was born of a virgin, 
without the intervention of a man, and it was taken 
up in all the great Confessions of the Church... . 
and these words found (and still find) a deep echo 
in the heart of every regenerated child of God. The 
conviction that Jesus was born of a virgin who had 
been overshadowed by the Holy Ghost was not a 
later development in Christian thought, but ex- 
isted from the beginning. And in the church of the 
first centuries, there were only two inferior and de- 
generate sects that denied the fact of the virgin 
birth—those Gnostics who denied it because they 
also denied His birth from a woman and His true 
humanity; and the Ebionites who denied His di- 
vinity.” On the basis of real scholarship, the author 
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shows the baselessness of the objection of modernists 
concerning this article of the Christian faith. 


It is gratifying to find this author true to the 
historic Christian belief in demons. He has a very 
fine chapter on, ““The Cure Of the Man Possessed 
Of A Demon In Capernaum.” Here he maintains, 
“In order to be truly the Redeemer, Jesus had also 
to engage in strife with demon-possession, and to 
prove that He had indeed overcome the power of 
the evil one. This is the reason why in the Gospels, 
numerous instances are described where Jesus de- 
livered demon-possessed persons. Luke realized the 
importance of this matter, and therefore he relates 
at this early stage in his Gospel a striking example 
about Jesus’ triumph over the forces of demons by 
casting out an evil spirit.”” This learned author does 
not share the view that demon-possession was mere- 
ly an ordinary form of mental disease, as some 
writers have alleged, but it was a special phenome- 
non which was particularly frequent during Jesus’ 
earthly sojourn, and thus was directly connected 
with His coming to destroy the powers of darkness. 
He concludes, ‘“‘Demon-possession is therefore not 
merely a mental state which someone suffers from 
a delusion, or is subjected to some subjective dis- 
turbance of the world of ideas. Neither is it only 
a kind of physical disease, although spiritual and 
physical disease often accompany it.”’ 

THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL is de- 
lighted to set its approbation upon this first volume 
in the New International Commentary on The 
New Testament. It is a volume that will add 
strength to any Christian student’s library. 


—John R. Richardson. 


GOD SPAKE BY MOSES—by Oswald T. Allis. 
Published by Presbyterian Reformed Publ. Co., 525 
Locust St., Philadelphia 6, Penn., price $2.00. 


One of the most brilliant defenders of the Mosaic 
authorship of the Pentateuch in our day is Dr. Os- 
wald T. Allis. He is a scholar of highest distinction. 
He speaks with authority. His monograph on this 
subject is most convincing. The present volume 
accepts the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch 
without arguing the case, and deals with this por- 
tion of the Scriptures in a practical manner. The 
purpose of this volume is to demonstrate the essen- 
tial unity of the Pentateuch, and lucidly expound 
the contents. 

The author contends that the Bible is its own 
best interpreter, and that the aim of the Bible stu- 
dent should always be to find out what the Bible 
actually teaches. At no time does Dr. Allis try to 
impose his own interpretations upon the first five 
books of the Bible. He draws out of these books the 
messages which he believes the Holy Spirit would 
have us to receive from them. He believes that the 
keynote of the Bible is found in God, who is before 
all things, and who has made all things. The Bible, 
he tells us, is the word of God, not only because 
God is its author, but because God and His doings 


are its pervasive theme. 
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In the chapter dealing with the book of Genesis, 
Dr. Allis points out that the teachings of this book 
are trustworthy in every respect. For example, the 
“law that begets life’ is one of the most obvious 
facts of everyday experience. He comments, “It has 
been the aim of evolutionists for many years to 
prove that like begets unlike; and so to bridge all 
the gaps which separate the different forms of ex- 
istance, one from the other, in order that all may 
be evolved ultimately from ‘protoplasm.’ But the 
gaps are still there. Naturalistic evolution is as 
much an ‘unproved hypothesis’ today as it ever was. 
Those who reject the Biblical doctrine of creation 
are shut up to it as a ‘working hypothesis,’ but 
those who accept the robust theism of the Bible do 
not need to succumb to a spell or submit to a ty- 
ranny.”’ 


All through this volume the author shows that 
when the critics reject the Mosaic authorship of the 
Pentateuch, they involve themselves in all sorts of 
difficulties and contradictions. 


After presenting the vital message of the first 
five books of our Bible, the author adds a penetrat- 
ing appendix on “The Interval Theory.” Here he 
demonstrates that the “interval theory” that sets 
forth the idea that between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 
1:2 there is an interval of millions of years, has 
very little solid ground to support it. He says that 
this theory throws the account of creation complete- 
ly out of balance. It seems highly improbable that 
the original creation, which according to this theory 
brought into existance a world of wondrous beauty, 
would be dismissed with a single sentence, and so 
many verses be devoted to what would be in a 
sense merely a restoration of it.” 


He concludes, ‘“We should not hesitate to assert 
that infinite time and endless process are no ade- 
quate substitute for an explanation of that fiat 
creation by an omnipotent God of which this sub- 
lime chapter speaks so clearly and emphatically. 
... Lhe great word in this account of creation is 
one word, ‘God,’ and in Him we have the only key 
to all His mysteries and profundities.” 


This book is a “must” for every minister and 
layman who would discover the real meaning and 
true interpretation of the first five books of our 


Bible. —John R. Richardson. 


IDEA BOOK FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
By Richard J. Mullin; Published by Moody Press, 
Chicago, Illinois. Price: $1.50. 


The author has visited numerous Sunday Schools 
and found almost a total lack of variety in the Sun- 
day School program, both in the worship service and 
in the class session. This book was written for the 
purpose of adding variety to church schools. Alert 
minds can readily adapt the valuable suggestions 
found in this book to fit every situation. 
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GREAT MISSIONARIES TO INDIA, By J. 
Theodore Mueller; Published by Zondervan Book 
Co., Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price: $2.00. 


Here, in a series of startling and factual accounts 
of missionary life in India, Dr. Mueller brings this 
mystery-shrouded land to the very door-step. His 
deft pen brings to life the great missionaries to 
India. You will come face-to-face with the heathen- 
ish customs of the people, and the overcoming power 
of the grace of God. This book will be a challenge 
to the reader to do more for the cause of Christ. 
There will be no place for lethargy in your life 
after vou have read about these missionaries. 


MUSIC LEVELS IN CHRISTIAN EDUCA- 
TION, by Herbert G. Tobey; Published by Van- 
kampen Press, Wheaton, Illinois. Price: $2.00. 


This book deals mainly with the spiritual ap- 
proach to the music problem in the Sunday School, 
although its content can be of tremendous help in 
all the departments of the Church. The author has 
served in every department of the Church and is 
eminently equipped to speak with authority. His 
ideas are excellent, and all of this volume is de- 
signed to help win boys and girls to Christ. 


THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS, by 
F. B. Meyer; Published by Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Michigan. Price: $2.50. 


Anything written by F. B. Meyer is worth read- 
ing. We warmly recommend this practical, verse 
by verse Commentary on Paul’s Epistle to the Phi- 
lippians. The Commentary is in the form of twenty 
six easy reading, expository messages. This volume 
will help ministers and teachers in presenting the 
message of this Pauline letter. 


WHO IS JESUS? By George W. Truett; Pub- 
lished by Wm. B. Erdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Price: $2.50. 


The editor of the Truett Memorial Series has 
selected fourteen excellent sermons delivered by 
Dr. Truett which are concerned with the person, 
the mission and the message of Jesus Christ. 
Throughout the volume, the reader confronts the 
crucial figure of Jesus Christ, who is man’s rightful 
Lord, who reveals to him his true identity in re- 
lationship to his Creator. Here the reader will find 
the faith that overcomes the world. 


1001 STORIES FOR CHILDREN AND CHIL- 
DREN’S WORKERS, By Alice M. Knight; Pub- 
lished by Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Price: $3.95. 


Here is a fresh lot of new stories, anecdotes and 
illustrations carefully selected to interest and teach 
the young, and which can be uved by the Pastor, 
parent or teacher in religious instruction. ‘here are 
more than fifty categories under which Miss Knight 
has compiled the most apt and interesting stories 
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that would lead a child into an understanding of 
such concepts as kindness, consecration, growth, 
suffering, etc. 


PRESBYTERIAN PANORAMA, By Clifford 
Merrill Drury; Published by the Board of Chris- 
tian Education, Presbyterian Church, U. 8S. A. 
Price: $3.75. 

This book is in a series issued in connection with 
the Sesquicentennial celebration of the Presbyterian 
Board of National Missions. Dr. Drury traces the 
story of the Presbyterian Board of National Mis- 
sions which began in 1802, when the first standing 
committee on National Missions was appointed. 
Since this was the first such national body of any 
denomination, the story in effect epitomizes the 
growth of Mission work in America. 


BIBLICAL TEXTS, By Paul W. Nesper; Pub- 
lished by the Wartburg Press, 57 E. Main Street, 
Columbus 15, Ohio. Price: $3.95. 


The reader of this volume will find that the 
texts under the various headings will stimulate 
thoughts along these particular lines, even when 
none of the selected texts are used. The book will 
be of special help to ministers who follow the church 
year. It will become a useful adjunct to the library 
of every Pastor who wants to make his preaching 
as effective as possible. 


BLUEPRINT FOR ABUNDANT LIVING, 
By Grace Cash, 255 Washington Street, 8. W., At- 


lanta, Georgia. 


Miss Cash has assembled twenty directives or 
guides which define Christian living which can 
bring this wonderful peace to the battleground of 
men’s souls. This book is written in an informal, 
conversational style. It will provide moral stimula- 
tion, 


IN PRISON, By A. Roy Beazley; Published by 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price: $2.50. 


This is the haunting, personal account of a min- 
ister who served large city churches for thirteen 
years, and then. chose to become chaplain of the 
human wrecks of the notoriously famous Parchman 
Prison, Mississippi’s state penitentiary. It is also 
the story of the constricting, spiritual oppression 
that is the real contribution of a prisoner who can- 
not escape the hot tortures of his twisted mind, 
bent on absolving itself of any real guilt. 


THE VERY THOUGHT OF THEE, by Ber- 
nice Bangs Morgan, Zondervan. $2.50. A prize- 
winner in the Zondervan Christian Biography and 
Missionary book contest. It is a richly rewarding 
account of missionary life in the mysterious land of 
Alaska. The hand of God can be observed working 
in mighty power throughout the hinterlands of 
Alaska as Mrs. Morgan tells her story, 
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3000 ILLUSTRATIONS FOR CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE, by Walter B. Knight, Eerdman. $5.95. 
Here is a book of outstanding illustrations needed 
by pastors, Sunday School teachers, and Christian 
workers. They have been collected from a wide 
range of source material over a period of better 
than twenty years. They are classified according to 
subjects and can be used easily. This is an unsur- 
passed collection that will be of tremendous value 
to any minister. 


OF MEN AND ANGELS, by Lon Woodrum, 
Zondervan. $2.50. Another prize winner in Zonder- 
van’s Second International Christian fiction con- 
test. It is furthermore a Christian Herald Family 
Bookshelf Selection. This volume is not only a ten- 
der love story; it is a dynamic record of spiritual 
achievement. 


AFTER THIS MANNER, by J. C. Macauley, 
Eerdmans. $1.50. This is a popular treatment of the 
Lord’s Prayer. It deals with the major problems 
in connection with this prayer. This volume will 
help the Christians to see himself in true relation 
to God the Father, so that any utterance of the 
Lord’s Prayer will be for him an occasion for 
spiritual renewal. 


IN YARDS AND GARDENS, by Margaret 
Waring Buck, Abingdon-Cokesbury. $3. This book 
is for boys and girls, and for all those who wish to 
know more about the living creatures and growing 
things in their yards and gardens. It is based on the 
author’s year-round observation in her own yard 
and garden, supported by her many field trips, much 
reading, and extensive study. It gives authentic and 
fascinating information about the world which lies 
just outside our door. 


THE SECRET OF PULPIT POWER, by Si- 
mon Blocker, Eerdmans. $3. Dr. Blocker is Pro- 
fessor of Practical Theology at the Western Theo- 
logical Seminary of the Reformed Church. He is an 
authority in the field of Homiletics. It is a volume 
for the minister or the Seminary student. The em- 
phasis is upon thematic preaching and the author 
gives a number of Biblical texts or passages to illus- 
trate various types of thematic preaching. 


THE BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATOR, Edited by 
Joseph S. Exell, Baker. $4.95. The Biblical Illu- 
trator is the largest collection of homiletic material 
of all time. Every book of the Bible is profusely 
treated and explained verse by verse with complete 
sermons, condensed sermons, sermon outlines, ex- 
pository notes, practical lessons, geographical and 
historical references, and information, illustrations 
and anecdotes. These books are being reprinted on 
high quality, offset paper, in enlarged type. This is 
the first of the set of fifty-seven volumes, averaging 
650 pages each. 
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